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ty First Lutheran Church, 


Minneapolis, Minn. 
Host Congregation of the St. 


Paul Synodical Convention 


NNETH M. WRIGH 


St. Paul Municipal Auditorium, where the sessions of the 43d regular convention of Synod 


will be held, June 20-——-30 


ravers for the St. Haul Convention 
For Lovaltu to the Word 


1D pe heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou hast granted to 
Thy church the inspired Word, the Holy Scriptures, and hast 
graciously kept our beloved Synod in purity of doctrine for more 
than a century. We pray Thee, grant that we may ever appreciate 
this precious treasure and remain unwaveringly loyal to Thy Word. 
Bestow on all pastors, teachers, and laymen who represent our 
congregations a rich measure of Thy Holy Spirit, especially as they 
face the important doctrinal and intersynodical issues. Grant them 
the courage and the willingness loyally to lift up the banner of truth 
to Thy glory and to the welfare of Thy church. 
We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


For Faithful Laborers 


e thank Thee, dear heavenly Father, that Thou hast ever 

blessed our church with faithful pastors and teachers, who led 
us to the green pastures of Thy Word and Sacraments and to the 
quiet waters of the sweet Gospel of Christ. We pray Thee, graciously 
bless the deliberations of the delegates. Let them realize the im- 
portance of our colleges and seminaries. Remind them of the need 
of laborers in the vineyard. Grant that the convention may reach 
decisions which will enable our schools: of the prophets to train 
ever more faithful workers in Christ’s kingdom. 

Grant it, we pray Thee, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 


For Christian Education 


racious and merciful God, throughout the past century Thou hast 
led our Synod to value highly the Christian education of chil- 
dren, young people, and adults. We thank Thee that thus also we 
have learned to know Jesus as our personal Savior, in whom we 
have forgiveness and the assurance of eternal life. We pray Thee, 
lead the delegates to realize the value of Christian education and 
to adopt resolutions which will enable all congregations to carry 
out ever more effectively the Savior’s commission: “teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” 
We ask it in His name. Amen, 


Ff or Consecration 


hanks be te Thee, gracious God. that Thou hast ever remem- ; 


bered Thy church with consecrated people who were willing to 
pray, work, and give for the Savior’s kingdom. We pray Thee to 
- bless the delegates as they discuss the needs of our colleges and 
seminaries, all our missions and all the various departments of our 
beloved Synod... Help them to fix their eyes on the cross of the 
Redeemer. Impress them with the enormous cost at which He 
bought us. Grant that the resolutions which they adopt may truly - 
reflect that Christ redeemed us so that we may be His own and 
serve Him with our time, talents, and treasure. 

Grant it, dear Lord; for’ ‘Jesus’ sake. Amen. : 


5), JOHN W, BEHNKEN 


Horizons at Dawn 


With noiseless step the dawn come 

stealing 
Across the rolling hills afar; 
And breaking cloud-built beauty asus 
It leaves the fading morning star 
Alone to guard the clear horizon. 
As daybeams fall on harvest field, © 
Long-furrowed, and on windless va 
On singing streams —all glad to yi 
Their store of grain and sweetest m 
My own heart’s yield at dawn shal 
Creator Thou and God of daylight, | 
A morning hymn of praise to Thee, 


Horizons at Eve 


Serenely resting on earth’s hearths 
The sun, a glowing ember, lies. 

Its light is but a passing glory 
That gilds, at eve, the western ski 
Such gilded beauty soon will vanish 
And pass away, for darksome night 
Will take its claim.— Beyond earth’ 

confines, 

Where God dwells in eternal light, 
No night shall darken the horizon, — 
No night shall hide the Sun of Gra 
No night shall cover heaven’s beaut 
Such beauty night cannot erase. 
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Better 


_ By W. F. BECK 
. St. Louis, Mo. 


seheiat d in Samaritan Woman” 
Vincenzo Catena 


od has put us into a world that 
is endlessly fascinating. It is a 
land of milk and honey, where 
>is “gold and much fine gold... 
y, even the honey that flows 
the honeycomb.” 


God’s Bounties 


fe can feast our eyes on growing 
ss, grass and flowers, gar dens, 
;s, and forests, on hills and val- 
rivers and oceans. Even the 
‘t is full of the wonders of God. 
Te may close our eyes and hear 
warble of a bird in the cherry 
the children singing a popular 
, a worshiping congregation prais- 
the Lord with hymns, the de- 
ful harmony of our choirs, or 
massive effects of a symphony 
estra. 
or food, God could have given us 
bread. But He gave us carrots, 
beans, potatoes; apples, oranges, 
nas, peaches, and pears; the big 
luscious slice of a watermelon 
h makes a boy drop his toy guns 
some a-running; and hamburgers, 
; beef, pork chops, and chicken. 
come to God’s vast cafeteria, 
le a little here and there, and 
“O Lord, I’m satisfied!” 
Je may think of the special things 
money can buy: The car that 
s; us, in the comfort of kings 
queens, through the country; the 
e that carries us on angels’ wings 
cities and mountains, giving us 
rill as it swoops down into the 
1d Canyon. There are dozens of 
ianical slaves in our homes who 
is twenty-four hours a day when 
hot, make ice cubes, cook our 
s, and wash our clothes and 
2s. And yet we have something 
2y than all this! 


- God’s Wonders 


ook at this world with the eyes 
student, and you may find it ten 
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times more interesting than a person 
who only enjoys it. Sitting in the 
Chicago Planetarium, you may be 
entranced by the vast universe around 
you in which the stars are huge suns. 
We step on an insect, thinking little 
of it. But if we picked up the rather 
loathsome thing and examined it 
under a microscope, we should see 
an exquisite design which, like the 
wonders of heaven, tells of the glory 
of God. The mosquito is such a mar- 
vel of mechanical efficiency that all 
the combined learning of the world 
cannot approximate it “by a mile.” 
The learned lords of creation stand 
before the tiniest of these creatures 
and say, “That is the finger of God.” 
And yet a Christian student can turn 
away from this inexhaustible store of 
God’s wonders and wisdom, because 
he has something better! 


Better than Gold 


Our hearts have something better, 
because we have seen that in this 
paradise which God planned for us 
there is a serpent. Eve looked at the 
forbidden fruit and saw that it was 
“desirable to make her wise.” The 
thief loves gold enough to steal and 
even to kill for it. We’re told that 
every man has his price: Heap up 
the gold in front of him, and he’ll do 
anything you tell him. It isn’t so! 
Our Christians give up their gold and 
fine gold, thousands of dollars, be- 
cause they have found something 
better, even better than gold. 


God’s Truth 


This better thing is the truth which 
God has given us. In this truth we 
are told how the heavens have split 
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‘Jesus is fairer, 


HAROLD M. LAMBERT 


apart and the One Mighty to Save 
has come down. He took my flesh 
and my sin. He became the Lamb 
which took the curse of a world that 
is set to turn its paradise into a hell. 
The blood of this Lamb takes evil out 
of the heart and gives life, power, and 
hope to us and to the world. Measure 
this by any yardstick: gold, that 
which money can buy; refined gold, 
that which men can create; by the 
standard of quantity — much gold; or 
by the standard of quality: Here is 
something better than the fine gold 
used in the crowns of kings and 
sweeter than the purest honey. 


Heavenly Food 


You haven’t tasted that which is 
best until you have won someone for 
your Savior. Remember how Jesus 
came to the well hungry, thirsty, and 
tired? The disciples went into the 
town to buy food. Meanwhile the 
Savior of the world won the heart 
of the adulterous Samaritan woman. 
The disciples came back and spread 
honey and bread before Him. Jesus 
said, “I have food of which you do 
not know.” If you win a soul, you'll 
know what that means. 

While we enjoy the good things 
of life, we are always aware that there 
is something better. Fair are the 
meadows, Fair are the woodlands. 
Jesus is purer, He 
makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

We delight in the wonders of crea- 
tion. But now we know “the King 
of Creation, Son of God and Son of 
Man.” Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d 
serve Thee, Light of my soul, my Joy, 
my Crown. 


# ~ . ha ot BRR » Y 
tn ETE eG 
ft ves Ben Se bis Ronde 


Isla 


By HENRY 
Missionary in India 


Gee peee, ae 


hen James A. Michener wrote 

‘Islam: The Most Misunder- 

stood Religion” for the May 
1955 Reader’s Digest, he made some 
accurate statements about the faith 
of some 400 million followers of Mo- 
hammed. 

In the main, however, it appears 
that this author did not have access 
to all the sources of Islam, one of the 
world’s most widespread religions. 

If people are to gain a clearer 
grasp of the “misunderstood” religion, 
Michener’s article requires revising, 
as the following excerpts will show. 


Muslim Insulted 


Micuener: Recently a distinguished 
Muslim visitor in the U.S. was in- 
sulted when he saw a mosaic in which 
“Jesus, Moses, and Buddha were 
shown seeking men’s souls with rea- 
son and light. Mohammed was shown 
with a sword, offering conversion or 
death.” 


Fact: The Koran, the alleged rev- 
elation of God to Mohammed, says: 
“Kill those who join other gods with 
God wherever ye shall find them; and 
seize them, besiege them, and lay 
wait for them with every kind of 
ambush; but if they shall convert and 
observe prayer and pay the obligatory 
alms, then let them go their way, for 
God is gracious and merciful” (Sura 
[equivalent to “chapter”] 5:5, 6, 29). 


Islam’s Founder 


Micuener: “At 20 Mohammed was 
already a successful businessman and 
soon became director of camel car- 
avans for a wealthy widow.” 


Fact: After working as a camel 
driver for trading caravans, Moham- 
med became a clerk. In Mecca he was 
known as an industrious and trust- 
worthy young man. Khadijah, a 
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7th Century Mosque el Aksah near the Mosque 
of Omar, Jerusalem. 


wealthy widow much his senior, en- 
gaged him as a caravan director and 
later married him when he was 24. 

MicHENER: “Then, in a series of 
dramatic and terrifying events, he 
began to receive through the Arch- 
angel Gabriel a revelation of God’s 
word ... . Mohammed fought shy of 
serving as the transmitter of God’s 
word . . . but he began to dictate 
those inspired words which would 
soon revolutionize a large segment of 
the earth: ‘There is but one God.’ ” 


Fact: Agitated by his experience in 
the cave at Hira, Mohammed said to 
his wife Khadijah: “I have either 
become a kahin [soothsayer], or I am 
mad.” He was far from convinced 
that God had called him to be His 
prophet. At times, when “revelations” 
failed to’ come — for as long as three 
years, the fatra — he was so depressed 
that he contemplated suicide. But 
Khadijah restored his confidence and 
became his first convert. 


Mohammed’s Influence 


MicuHener: “Mohammed revolu- 
tionized life in Arabia and through- 
out the East. ... He lifted women 
from the bondage in which desert 
custom held them and preached gen- 
eral social justice.” 


Fact: Mohammed abolished the 
cruel practice of infanticide, but he 
instituted a custom by which all 
women could be as good as buried 
alive — the veil. In Arabia the veil 
was unknown before Mohammed’s 
“revelation” on this subject. By veil- 
ing women, Islam withdrew from 
society their bright, refining, and ele- 
vating influence. Since Mohammed 
“revolutionized” life in Arabia, the 
role of woman in the family and in 
society has steadily declined. 


Micuener: “In a nation that rev- 
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but for what it conceals of G 


‘up to paradise, the paradise envisor 
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eled in feasting he instituted a - 
rigorous daytime fast lasting a 
month each year.” 

Fact: During Ramadan, the m 
set aside for fasting, the membe 
the typical Islamic community 
in the daytime, thus abstaining 
food, but they have sumptuous f 
during the night. 

MicHener: “Before Moham 
however, men were encourage 
take innumerable wives; he li 
them to four only. . 

Fact: The Kore says: “Of o 
women who seem good in your 
marry but two or three or four; a 
ye still fear that ye shall not 
equitably, then only one; or | 
slaves whom ye _ have acqui 
(Sura 4:3). Mohammed had nin 
ten wives and many concubines 
privilege for which he claimed a * 
vine revelation.” 


Islam Bible | 


MicHener: “The Christian or 
who reads the Koran finds himself 
familiar ground a good deal of | 
time.” 

Fact: Mohammed considered hi 
self the last of the prophets and _ 
successor to Christ. The car 
reader who is at home in the B 
will find that the Koran cons! 
largely of laws and legends: the la 
concern the Arabs of Mohamme 
day; the legends go back to Ad 
and the Patriarchs and give pror 
nence to Joseph, Moses, David, So 
mon, and Jesus. The Koran leans 
Talmudic rather than Old Testami 
Judaism. The book of Islam is 


markable not for its assertions but 
its omissions; not for what it rev 


revelation in the Old and New Te 
ment. Besides, the Koran abound 
historical errors. 

MicHener: “The Koran is 
markably down-to-earth in its d 
cussion of the good life.” 

Fact: Though professing to 
God’s revelation, the Koran does 
teach the way of reconciliation 
God and ignores the greatest barr 


The Koran, however, keeps these vi 
subjects in the background. “ 
Islamic bible teaches a formalistic : 
ligion: by going through the 
scribed motions a man works his v 


by Mohammed, not the heaven 
vealed by the true God. 


Influence of Muslim Scholars 


MicHENER: “Many Westerners | 
find it difficult to comprehend | 
profoundly our intellectual life 

(Continued on page 17) 


MEMBERSHIP 


.PTIZED MEMBERS (Souls) 2,191,403 

EV gl (8 bo 2G nn is oe 86,976 

The gain was only 1,391 under that of 1954. This 

makes two years of massive growth in succession. 
It took 25 souls to gain one new soul. 

CLIC Duis CC A We a 1,409,651 

Baetre Gaieee ) see Ss 44,753 


It took 31 communicants to gain one new commu- 
nicant. 


In NortH AMERICA 


* Gains: Juniors confirmed =. == = 30,062 
| Adultsiconfirmed 00s st »©—- 32,369 
: Alvotherigains 27284 
Losses: Unaccounted for _.._..._...______ 28,006 
ESUTia Sis ein es 19,087 

Released to sister synods 2,499 
ACiiAbeneb Cain sien 40,123 

_ Communicants in North America —_____. 1,343,958 
INGREGATIONS 2224. 5,677 
avis) ae a eres 139 


Synod’s congregations are now 55% urban and 
45% rural. In 1946. they were 42% urban and 58% 
rural. About three fourths (73%) of Synod’s mem- 
bership resides in cities with 2,500 or more inhab- 
 itants or in townships with 10,000 or more. Of 
4,271 parishes in North America, 342 are vacant. 


aS LSE ees 4,853 
Crpatin (et jaf 148 

Parish pastors number 4,175; pastors performing 
_ specialized services (professors, foreign mission- 
- aries, etc.) 678. 


\CRED ACTS 
intent baptisms =e 82,517 
7 Children confirmed = 337,465 
119, 1956 {229} 
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=} YOUR CHURCH IN 1955 


Following is a record of the Missouri 


Synod’s progress in Membership, 


Missions, Education, Services, and Finances. 


Marita Seca ee ere era 22 2 Sy 24,272 

Commiunecms sae ee eee ree 5 297-198 
All sacred acts, except “children confirmed,” ex- 
ceeded in number those of 1954. The communicants 
averaged 3.76 times in Communion attendance. 


S2 CHURCH PROPER TN ge 9. fee $440,000,000 


Gaintinevealtie <= 44,000,000 
Congregational indebtedness is $81 million. Per- 


communicant indebtedness increased from $8 in 
1946 to $58 in 1955. 


& isstons 


@ MISSIONS IN NORTH AMERICA 


Numbertof statinnegwess 3 Pe 1055 
Newsiationsars sn ee 122 
Baptizedsmem bercpeetes s 25s ts 9 Se Ee 184,948 
; Commimicantsi.s2 = = 102,940 
IWissionaries ~aemmemeeeres 22 oi Ts oe 835 
Chapels, schools, and parsonages built —__ 206 


Seventy-one stations attained self-support. Build- 
ing loans were granted to 105 stations in the 
amount of $2,267,409 from Synod’s Church Exten- 
sion Treasury (The Bank of God). Three-quarter 
million dollars in savings were deposited with the 
Bank for building loans to missions for a total of 
$2,300,000. 


@ MISSION TO THE DEAF. Since 1896 


Number of fields and missionaries 38 

Baptized members —--__-_-— 10,520 
There are 80,000 deaf persons in the U.S.A. and 
20,000 in Canada. 


@ NEGRO MISSIONS IN U.S.A. Since 1877 


ICIP CHOG i. Senin eet be 112 
IM ermijcrepeerenans! AF 17,964 


This mission is a project of the Lutheran Synodical 
Conference, in which Synod has a $200,000-a-year 


5 


share. — Other Home Mission endeavors are Mis- 
sion to the Blind; Sunday School by Mail; and 
Telemission, the follow-up mission to Synod’s tele- 
vision program, “This Is the Life.” 


@ MISSIONS IN CENTRAL AMERICA 


Mexico. Since 1922 


Baptized members —__.________ 549 
Guatemata. Since 1947 

Baptized members 627 
Ex Satvapor. Since 1953 

Baptized members 125 
Cupa. Since 1912 

Baptized members — 248 


Synod’s eight missionaries in these four countries 
have the help of nine national workers. 


@® MISSIONS IN SOUTH AMERICA 


VENEZUELA. Since 1951 

Baptized members —-- 419 
Braziu. Since 1900 
The Brazil District has 101 pastors and 95,787 bap- 
tized members in 715 stations. Forty of the 103 
parishes are self-supporting. 
ARGENTINA. Since 1904 
The Argentine District has 40 pastors and 16,867 
baptized members in 148 stations. Twenty of the 
36 parishes are self-supporting. 
Paraguay. Since 1935 


Baptized members ae 405 
Urucuay. Since 1936 

Wamilies 2. meee eee 54 
CHILE. Since 1952 

Sunday"schools Se 2 


® FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Inpra. Since 1895 
Stationss s+ se eees es eee 385 
Baptized members —.._______ 26,241 
Dr. Henry Nau, who re-opened Synod’s work 
among the Muslims of India and began the work 
in Nigeria, Africa, died May 17, 1956, at Greens- 
boro, N.C. 


Hone Kone anp Formosa. Since 1950 


Stations 2.22 ee ee 20 

Baptized members —----- cena we kU 
THE PHILIPPINES. Since 1946 

Stations’...* {-— Be ees 70 

Baptized members —_..__..._ 3,360 
New Guinea. Since 1948 

Stations 22-40 a 92 

Baptized members —~-.... Not yet 
JAPAN. Since 1948 

Stations 22 eee ee 51 

Baptized members ———-—-_____ 1,128 
Nicert1a. Since 1936 

Stations = eee ee 174 

Baptized members —..--___. 27,134 


A total of 32,381 baptized members are served by 
117 missionaries with the help of 94 national pas- 
tors. — The Lutheran Medical Mission Association 
has 5,600 names of professional medical persons on 
its mailing list. — Synod mantains helpful relations 
with “free churches” in Germany, France, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, Finland, and England. 
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| |_| EDUCATION 


@® LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ___ 

Enrollment 
Teachers 222) ae. ee eee 
Men teachers in parish schools in North Ame 
number 1,894; women teachers, 2,081. 


@ SUNDAY. SCHOOLS: eae 4 
Enrollment 23. 3 63 


@ VACATION BIBLE SCHOOLS... 2 
Enrollment 23) ee eee 


Saturday schools and “Released Time” are ad 
tional agencies for the religious instruction 
children, 


@® HIGH SCHOOLS.2 2 eee 
Enrollment. 2 3 eee 


@® SYNODICAL COLLEGES IN NORTH AMERIC/ 
PREPARATORY COLLEGES — 
Enrollment: :..2 Sage iee ein 

Gain =e eee 

Ministerial students 

Teacher-training students —~______. 

General-education students 

The Senior College at Fort Wayne, Ind., now ut 

construction, will have an enrollment capacitt 

450 students. Graduates will enter Conco’ 

Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 

TRACHERS COLLEGES === = 

Enrollment. Se eee 


573 men and 635 women were enrolled. 


SEMINARIES 
Enrtollment eee 
Synod’s colleges in all overseas connections 
ber 10, with a total enrollment of .278 stud 
Synod’s investment in all colleges and semin 
is $31,302,000. 


@ CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Periodicals published 2. 22.3 ee 
Subscribers 
Catechisms ‘soldi =e f 
Hymnals sold) 28:2 = 2 eee ll 
Employees number 505. Completion of a | 
floor added 22,000 square feet to the plant. 
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3 SERVICES 


SRVICE TO YOUTH 


Walther League societies (estimated)... 4,000 
Membership (estimated) ___. 80,000 


Synod gives guidance to the League through the 
Board for Young People’s Work. 


TUDENT SERVICE 


Bente geeser vcs ee | ge eNO 1,280 
Synodical Conference students 30,968 
Full-time student pastors 30 
| College-serving pastors _.—_____. 644 
SRVICE TO MILITARY PERSONNEL 
ChaplammeancArmy 2.0 2 2 37 
PATA TEV Te ivka Gh CQ) ee 13 
Ghanlainsim Ain.Foree. < gest < 49 
Chaplains in Canadian armed forces —_- 4 
Pastors serving veterans full time —____ 11 
Full-time hospital pastors — 3 


347 parish pastors serve Synod’s members at 600 
military bases in the U.S.A., and 140 pastors are 
in touch with Veterans Ad iitration hospitals. 
OCIAL WELFARE 
— InstrruTionaL Ministry 


Institutions served (estimated) 599 
Persons served (estimated) 689,422 
Full-time chaplains _._.___ 64 
Part-time chaplains 
(estimated, 52 6 a Ss 400 
CHILD CARE 
PAO EI CLER men. cetuet ee cetee Se hes 20 
Childnensserved) e722 a = 3,961 
Placed in foster homes —___.. 1,235 
Service personnel —____--__-_ 297 
- FaMiILy SERVICE 
INGER) ASS 2 2 
Families served __———_____-_~ 1,244 
SERVICE TO HANDICAPPED 
MEGS ae ee 5 
Handicapped served — ~~. 619 
SERVICE TO AGED 
EOINeS iene sas wakes teres 19 


Persons given residential care 1,105 
Data are based on incomplete reports. Total cost 
of services is estimated at $342 million. Funds are 
obtained from Synod’s members, from community 
chests, and other sources. 


ORLD RELIEF 


CoUSk igh at ie keane. See ee 1,204,393 Ibs. 
iDvcyoro lh < tok = 2) el 9,788,623 Ibs. 
eeierieseeo se eye Se 43,461 lbs. 
ieeelmeran(see. fo et $84,496 


The total of 11,036,477 lbs. is valued at $3,190,702. 


JPPORT AND PENSIONS 
Congregations and boards in Pension Plan 4,766 


Pastors and teachers in Pension Plan —.. 8,190 
(Cp in (a ae 3 ot ee eee 379 

Number of Pension and Support 
BOR ETiCIMeS ban oa ae 1,490 


_ Ninety-four per cent of congregations are now in 
Pension Plan, and 8742% of workers, 


j 
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@ COST OF MISSIONS __ 


@ THIS YEAR’S NEEDS 
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FINANCES 


eran nner 8°933-193 55 


ineNortheAm er icaessmses emer ee Ppt eays a rey 
ire OthersCountriess 1,659,581.78 
@;COST-OF -EDUCATION. 2 2 $ 3,027,897.57 
ForParish Educaonmes 0s 42 121,327.59 
Kor synod s Colleges - 2,700,639.13 
For Stewardship and 
Missionary Education —________. 205,930.85 
©; COST OF SERVICES2 Se $131 ,280,c00.08 
BOTeYOUtn WOT Keer ee 19,586.73 
Hor, student, services. 48,516.15 
Kore social: W elfanememe ate. 8 2 31,748.72 
For Support and Pensions 1,183,383.94 
@ FOR GENERAL EXPENSE... e $ 476,159.15 
HOGAN IStratio nie sees eee os 129,259.17 
Horeli@eComimitiecsmams eee ee 44,686.28 
For Financial Administration 302,213.70 
@® CONTRIBUTIONS (NORTH AMERICA) 
Boreal Purposesy e222 '$102.630,968.00 
HoOneVWiOrkerat Lignicwsseecs on. o 79,627,771.00 
Hoo. Work-at Laren een. 4 23,003,197.00 


Average contribution per communicant for all pur- 
poses: $76.33. 

HIST OVO... WOT eee es ee 7,651,622.00 
Average contribution per communicant for Synod’s 
work: $5.86. 


Jie eal ees $ 12,900,000.00 


EORSIIISSIONS. Seem st ed tothe st 4,912,750.00 
Increaseneeme: te esos ret 979,626.45 
HORSE DUCATIO Niemen wee 4,812,500.00 
Inckessemeeses ee 2s 1,784,602.43 
F'ORGOERVICES : eee hee ee 1,757,000.00 
Increasewess 3 2 473,764.46 
For GENERAL EXPENSE 1,223,750.00 
Incregsepeeets =e fh! 747,590.85 


Synod’s 1956 need for $12,900,000 comes to $9.15 
per communicant member, or 24% cents a day. 


Compiled from the 1955 Statistical Yearbook by 
Gerhardt Mahler at the suggestion of the Editorial 
Staff. 


EDITORIALS 


How Much Faith Needed? 


What is the very least quantity and the poorest quality 
of faith one must retain in order to be a Christian? 

Strange question, is it not? Something like asking, 
“What is the least quantity and the poorest quality of air 
on which I may exist?” But it is to the folly of asking 
such questions that men stoop when the spirit of bondage 
would make of them miserable timeservers and sons of 
“the bondwoman.,” (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4: 23.) 

Certainly, “a half a loaf is better than none.” If one 
can get no more, the crumbs which fall from the table 
will do some good. And there is, moreover, a minimum 
of faith, just as there is greater faith and less faith. There 
is the faith of the captain of Capernaum, which exceeded 
that of any Apostle, ay, of the Virgin Mary herself, and 
there is the faith “as a grain of mustard seed.” 

But how can a Christian imagine that there can be 
any advantage in doing with as little faith as possible? 
But it is true, Satan has tricked men into such and even 
greater folly. It is not unnecessary, therefore, to call 
attention to such devices of his and to warn men against 
his suggestions. We ourselves have met people who were 
afraid of becoming too religious. They had seen the evil 
effects of fanaticism and imagined that these fits were 
a consequence of excessive religious zeal, whereas fanati- 
cism is not an excess of true religion but is in its very 
nature and essence false religion. A person may be too 
stout, but he cannot be too healthy. Just so, a person may 
become dangerous as a fanatical enthusiast, but no one 
was or is ever too good or too godly. The least admixture 
of superstition or error harms faith and endangers our 
spiritual life; but if faith is pure, it cannot be too strong. 

Just as God gave to the eagle its wings not to weight 
it down but that by means of them that royal bird might 
soar aloft, so God gives us faith not to be a burden and 
hindrance to us but that by means of it we might conquer 
all obstacles. “This is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith” (1 John 5:4). Who would say that 
we may be too victorious or too strong against the foes 
of our soul? “Above all, taking the shield of faith, where- 
with ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked,” says St.Paul to the warring Christians. 

How can that shield of faith be too sound or too good? 
Our faith was given to us as the greatest blessing we can 
have here upon this earth. The stronger our faith, the 
better for us. How could one have too much confidence 
in a clear promise of God? 

One caution must be added: we dare not mistake God’s 
meaning. Each of us must understand God’s Word cor- 
rectly, for to trust our misunderstandings is not faith but 
superstition. And the more confident a superstitious per- 
son is, the more foolish he is. That is the origin of fanati- 
cism and superstition — not too much confidence in the 
truth, but a misunderstanding or perversion of the truth. 
First let us make sure that we know exactly what God said. 

Here we may see how very important it is that we 
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know and understand God’s Word aright. For the 
confidence we have in some error or misunderstan 
the greater is our peril. But if we have the truth of 
Word aright, then we cannot be too confident. Oh, 
very important is the true and faithful teaching of 
Word! If we have that, we can trust it cheerfully, an 
shall walk safely here and reach our heavenly hom 
sure as God is Truth itself and cannot lie. 

But if we accept false teaching and error, our only | 
tial, uncertain, and temporal safety is to mistrust } 
we hear and to remain in a state of doubt, which m« 
misery even here. And if we have nothing but this do 
we shall lose even our heavenly blessedness. There 
God so often warns us against false prophets. There i 
safety but in the truth, and in the truth there is pel 
safety for time and eternity. Follow your Good Sheph 
therefore, who is the Truth. : 

But let us not forget that Jesus Himself is the Au 
and Finisher of our faith. Even a minimum of faith is 
gift, and every increase of faith is bestowed by Him 
by no one else. Let us therefore pray Him to increase 
faith. And since we know that faith is always gener 
by God’s Word and grows upon God’s Word, let us st 
read, and hear God’s Word diligently. 

We cannot know the Word of God too well. We cal 
know too much of Bible truth. We cannot understan 
too well. Having understood it, we cannot trust it 
implicitly. It is difficult to say which is worse, fanatic 
and superstition, or unbelief, but of this we may be | 
that faith is a very precious gift, and the more we | 
of it, the happier we are even here, while eternal |} 
awaits every believer. — “Lord increase our faith! 
A hitherto unpublished article by the late M. S. Som 
Editor of the Witness. Submitted by his son, Rev. Ri 
L. Sommer, Editor of the English District Edition. 


All for One—One for All 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod is foundec 
the principle that in union there is strength. Like-mir 
Christian congregations join hands to do together v 
they cannot do so well if they stand alone. 

Obviously there must be spiritual unity before tl 
can be effective co-operation. If churches are not on 
what they believe, they cannot join hands in telling 
world what they believe. Effective preaching and teacl 
as well as the training of qualified workers presupp 
oneness of belief. Where there is disunity, the trumpet 
give forth only an uncertain sound or be silent. Yet am 
those who are one in the faith there must not be 4 
who stand on the sidelines and observe the rest ca 
out the task. There must be unity of faith, of pu 
and of devotion to Christian duty. 

The St. Paul Convention has as one purpose 
cementing of the oneness of faith and the achieve 
of oneness of purpose and devotion. May our entire 
bership gather before the Throne of Grace to beseech 
Lord to grant grace to the achievement of these goal 
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DOSE LEAVES 


The Natural Knowledge of God 


‘he natural knowledge of God has a positive value. 
t, it is the foundation of civil righteousness, which is 
spensable for the maintenance of all social relations. 
Apology quotes Aristotle to that effect and sets forth 
great value of the “righteousness of reason.” For this 
on statesmen, also among the heathen, have raised the 
tion whether it is advisable to grant the right of cit- 
ship to avowed atheists. — The natural knowledge of 
is of value also for the Church. For one thing, the 
rch has its temporary home in the body politic; and 
righteousness, which maintains order and peace, thus 
es the Church indirectly. Furthermore, the Law writ- 
into the heart of man serves as the point of contact 
n the Church preaches the Law. — Luther writes: 


If the Natural Law had not been inscribed and placed 
x0d into the heart, one would have to preach a long 
before the consciences are touched; to a donkey, 
€, Ox, cow, one would have to preach 100,000 years 
re they would accept the Law in spite of the fact that 
have ears, eyes, and heart, as man has; they can also 
it, but it does not touch their heart. Why? What is 
ult? Their soul is not so constituted and formed that 
preaching would take hold. But when the Law is 
ounded to man, he soon says: Yes, it is so; I cannot 
r it. Of this validity he could not be convinced so 
kly were it not for the fact that the Law is written 
is heart. Since, however, it is already in his heart, 
yugh completely blurred, it is aroused by the preaching 
.e Word, so that the heart cannot help confessing that 
must, as the Commandments read, honor, love, and 
e God, for He alone is good and does good not only 
1e pious, but also to the wicked.” 
dur Lutheran theologians are very careful when they 
iss the natural knowledge of God. On the one hand, 
set forth its value in great detail; on the other hand, 
stress its inadequacy and utter insufficiency in bring- 
nan to salvation. They condemn those who deny that 
> is a natural knowledge of God as well as the great 
ber of those who admit men to heaven on the basis 
heir natural knowledge of God. — Francis PIEpEr, 
stian Dogmatics. 


The Good Old Days? 


Ve often hear people sighing for the good old days. But 

would welcome them if they ever returned? These 
» the good old days: no bathtubs, no electric sweepers, 
2lephones, no automobiles, no radios and television, no 
rie light, no sanitary plumbing, no synodical budget, 
hurch envelope system, and no Northern Illinois Mes- 
er. In the good old days the women rubbed the clothes 
washboard, and the men worked twelve hours a day 
1.25. Synod’s financial program had not yet been sys- 
itized, and the LuTHERAN WirtnEss had not yet hit upon 
idea of publishing District supplements. In the good 
lays children had to walk long distances to school, and 
lay schools were a rarity. The church had practically 
rovisions and facilities for social get-togethers of its 
bers, and blanket subscriptions for Synod’s official 
ications were unheard of. In the good old days lumber 
ms were pleasure cars, cornhusks were mattresses, 
line lamps were bright lights, penny-filled “Klingel- 
el” were thankofferings, and longwinded announce- 
ts from the pulpit were the Sunday bulletins. Would 
really care to return to the good old days? — The 
hern Illinois Messenger. 
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Whats the Answer? 


Question: Can you give me the reasons for which we refuse 
church membership to members of the Masonic Order? 


Answer: Though individual members of that order 
may differ in their religious beliefs and though among 
its 33 degrees there are several “Christian” degrees, 
Masonry as such: 


1. Requires merely the belief in a supreme being, 
not the Triune God (Ex. 20:3; Is. 42:8); 


2. Regards the Bible as a holy book, but uses 
others in non-Christian lands besides or instead of it 
in their ritual (Is. 8:20; Mark 16:16); 


3. Teaches salvation by human works, character, 
and merit rather than by grace, for Jesus’ sake, 
through faith (Eph. 2:8,9; Titus 3:5); ; 

4. Relies on its own works and deserving for an 


answer to its prayers rather than on the merits of 
Jesus Christ (John 14:13; 16:23, 24); 


5. Threatens dire reprisals to those who know- 
ingly and willingly violate the oaths required at the 
time of initiation (Ex. 20:13); 

6. Tries to build character, but without the Gospel 
of Christ, which is the only means of producing true 
character (John 17:17; Eph. 2:10); 


7. Practices sinful unionism by uniting Christians 
and non-Christians in a common Christless worship 
(John 5:23; 2 Cor. 6:14-18) ; 


8. Promotes only natural, not Christian, love, the 


‘latter alone being the basis of true brotherhood 


(Gal. 3: 26-28; 5:6). 


Your pastor will gladly give you further informa- 
tion on these points. 


Question: Should not our people kneel rather than stand at 
the time of the confession of sins? Did not our Lord kneel 
in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane? 


Answer: Surely it is most appropriate to kneel 
for the confession of sins, inasmuch as bowing the 
knee is a very clear way of demonstrating one’s peni- 
tence before the majesty of God. However, we must 
remember that prayer and confession is a matter of 
the heart rather than of posture. Whether we kneel 
or stand or fold our hands or look up or look down, 
the crucial thing is that we are to be truly sorry for 
our sins, believe in Jesus Christ, and promise God, 
with the aid of the Holy Spirit, to amend our sinful 
lives. The publican in the temple stood when he con- 
fessed his sins and was accepted (Luke 18:4, 13, 14). 

You also mention that we ought to face the altar. 
We agree with you, but that is only a human arrange- 
ment. God is not only at the altar but everywhere 
and must be worshiped in spirit and in truth (John 
4:24). It is fitting that a congregation should have 
proper forms for worship, and the worshiper should 
gladly conform to them. Yet we must not condemn 
those who would express themselves in a different 
way. O.E.S. 


By C. H. PAULING 


Pastor, Trinity First Lutheran Church, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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“We would be radiating a spirit of joy, because 


we would give God’s Spirit complete control, 


and 


the results in Kingdom work would be beyond 


calculation” 


Stir us, oh, stir us, Lord, we care not 
how, 

But stir our hearts in passion for the 
world. 


ave you ever felt the spirit of 
H urgency which pervades the 

New Testament? Are you im- 
pressed and disturbed by the feeling 
that Christ’s followers were working 
under a powerful compulsion? The 
New Testament story is an amazing 
drama, and each character plays his 
role with exciting skill. 

Christ Himself carried out His re- 
demptive task always under a divine 
compulsion. “I must do the work of 
Him that sent Me.” “We must go up 
to Jerusalem.” As the Master, so the 
followers were filled with the realiza- 
tion of the crucial character of the 
situation. Peter said: “We cannot 
but speak the things which we have 
seen and heard,” and Paul: “The 
love of Christ constraineth us.” Where 
is that compelling spirit in Christ’s 
Zion today? Thank God, there are 
flashes of it here and there, 

Many undertakings of Synod — 
projects which show a real spirit of 
courage and conquest — are evidences 
that we are motivated by the Spirit, 
who compels us to go out and venture 
for the Master. We thank God for 
these flashes, but sometimes even 
these spurts of activity seem to be the 
labored pulse beats of a sick body, 
rather than the strong, vibrant heart- 
beats of the body of Christ. 

If pastors had the zeal of Paul or 
the passion of Isaiah, God could ac- 
complish much more through their 
ministry. If all of us would be twice- 
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born, fully surrendered “slaves” of 
Christ, as Paul calls himself, like the 
Christians of old, we would set this 
old spiritually broken-up and broken- 
down world of 1956 “upside down.” 
We would be radiating a spirit of 
power, joy, enthusiasm, and conquest, 
and the results in our Kingdom work 
would be beyond calculation. 

Isaiah shows the spirit of urgency 
when he exhorts Zion to spread the 
good tidings of deliverance and sal- 
vation: “O Zion, that bringest good 
tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest 
good tidings, lift up thy voice with 
strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say 
unto the cities of Judah, Behold your 
God!” 


SPIRIT OF GOD, 
HELP US GET EXCITED 
ABOUT MISSIONS 


Conditions Warrant Excitement 


Leaders in evangelism were 
deeply moved when they were led in 
this prayer: “O God, forgive us be- 
cause so often we are so casual about 
the crucial.” Conditions in the world 
are crucial, and we dare not be casual 
about it. We must get excited and 
disturbed about such life-and-death 
matters. Millions of souls are living 
without Christ, without hope, in ab- 
ject slavery to sin and Satan, and un- 
less these souls are rescued, they will 
eventually sink into the pit of hope- 
less horror. Wounded hearts are 
breaking with guilt over past sins. 
Frustrated lives are cracking before 
the furious attacks of Satan. Jittery, 
nervous people are screaming for re- 
lief. Despondent minds wonder if 
there is any use to continue living in 
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Excited About Missions 


‘Was the Good Samaritan a docto 
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such a world as this. Insecure 
and women collapse before an unce 
tain tomorrow. People,. young a 
old, are grasping for some anchor, 

The world is sick with unforgive 
sins. The doctor must come! T 
case is critical! We must feel con 
pelled to point men to Jesus the greé 
Physician, who can heal, who hi 
never lost a patient who has com 
mitted himself to Him. The chur 
Zion, must bring the good tidings, tt 
healing Gospel of Jesus, to dying 
before it is too late. Who can 
casual with his time, talents, or mo 
before such aching, dying souls 
such mortal agony? 

Do I hear you say: “That’s for t 
professional church workers to 
They have been trained for su 
work. I just can’t do it. I’m only 
layman”? Suppose you were in 
boat with a friend who had accide 
tally fallen into the water. You kn 
he can’t swim. You hear his cry f 
help. Would you say, “I’m not a p 
fessional lifesaver, I can’t help”? 


Was Andrew a professional when | 
brought Simon Peter? Was the won 
an of Samaria a deaconess when § 
brought her whole village to Jesu 
No! They saw the need and did wh 
they could, because they knew tk 
the matter was crucial and they we 
in a position to help. . 

God commands His chosen peop 
the spiritual Zion, to tell the go 
tidings of deliverance, of salvati¢ 
to Israel and to the world. God d 
pended upon all His people, not jt 
upon the leaders. “Lift up thy voi 
with strength. Lift it up. Be f 
afraid.” 


Coheirship with Christ Deman ds 
Excitement 


Our position as children of G 
as co-workers and coheirs of Chr 
gives us tremendous responsibilit 
“Go ye therefore into all the wor 
“Ye shall be witnesses.” Do you rei 
know your God of love? The bet 

(Continued on page 17) - 


MISSION CALL 
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J P Ina Hurry! 
goes another chapel.... 


‘= The place — Balakbak, 
irst =. 8 then os @ Philippines. Construction was 

begun by 57 men and women. 
By nightfall the building was 
almost completed. The next 
day it was ready for dedica- 
tion. Missionaries Strohschein 
and Nau officiated. About 350 
people attended the dedicatory 
service. The chapel is 20 feet 
wide, 40 feet long, 14 feet high, 
and seats about 275 people. 
Mother earth serves as the 
floor, and a stone altar made 
by some of the members 
graces the “chancel.” The 
structural framework is com- 
posed of bamboo poles, the 
roof is covered with cogan 
grass and. leaves. The chapel 
stands high on a hill over- 
looking an expansive and 
fertile valley. 


The Sunday school num- 
bers 80. The doctrine class 
has 50 adult members. The 
congregation has a live and 
active group of 80 teen-agers. 


. And so the Lord adds 
to the church. 


Louis Nau 


hen... pronto... 
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‘AND THE LORD ADDE: 


e“Thy Sons Shall Come from Fapr’’.:: 


Easter 1956 baptismal 
group at Chia Yi, For- 
mosa. Missionary Raiph 
Bringewalt is in the 
center of the picture 


Ninety-eight persons were baptized on 
beginning work among tribes of the 


—— Bethe! —— Manila 


Wise tiassipenaaten 


The congregation ot Candon, the Philippines, on a day 

early this year, when a member brought his child 120 — 

miles for baptism. Missionary A. A. Carino tright) serves 
this and seven other stations ee f 


Forty-nine people braved a Sunday-afternoon 
_ rain to gather at the property site of the Omiya 
Lutheran Chureh for a solemn ground-breaking 
ceremony. Under a church roof of umbrellas the 
people raised their hearts in song and prayer, 
thanking God for this day and dedicating this 
ground to His Holy name. The beauty of the 
service was enhanced by the Omiya and Urawa 
church choirs. Missionary Max Zschiegner con- 
ducted the entire service, and at the proper mo- 
ment Mr. Yoshinaga, president of the congregation, 
solemnly brought the instrument of ground break- 
ing to Pastor Zschiegner. Now most of us in the 
U.S. think of a spade in connection with such 
a ceremony, but not in Japan. Mr. Yoshinaga 
brought a genuine Japanese hoe, properly adorned 
with the red-and-white ceremonial ribbon tied 
over a piece of white paper wrapped around the 
handle —and hence the Japanese name for the 
ceremony — ‘“Kuwa-Ire-Shiki.” 


HM Evening Devotions — 


New Guinea 


from settle- 
ond Sunday =—S—Ss Japanese workers in Tokyo receiving instructions from Mis- 
ht) and his  sionary DB. J. Gleck, Lutheran Hour Director, before making 
ler takes —s-_—s cis: on correspondents. The Lutheran Hour has established 
sion- —CCC#WREONMFACS With thousands of people fer our mission 
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TOKYO SEMINARY 
* GRADUATES FIRST CLASS 


Y. Imanari, C. Shibata, and A. Aoyama, first 
graduates of our seminary in Japan, April 8, 
1956 


@ MISSIONARY TRAVEL 


Mi 


To India: 

M. H. Grumm, end of June 
H. E. Heinlein, end of June 
Wilbur May, end of May 
E. H. Meinzen, May 2 

H. A. Schulz, end of July 


RETURNING ON FURLOUGH 


From India: 

George Luecke, January 

James Mayer, due in July 

Lawrence Meinzen, due in September 
E. H. Prange, due in July 

Harry Smith, due in July 


From Japan: 

Hugh Auw, April 4 

Linwood Davis, April 
Delmar Glock, due August 1 
Richard Hintz, due August 1 
Milton Popp, February 1 


NEWLY APPOINTED MISSIONARIES 


Miss Dorothy Folkers, deaconess, teacher at Girls’ 
School, New Guinea. Miss Ruth Mueller, R.N., 


deaconess, Moslem Mission, Malabar, India. Al- 
bert L. Hennig, teacher at school for missionary 
children, Kodaikanal, India. Rev. Delwin Schnei- 
der, missionary to Japan, Lutheran Hour produc- 
tion. Melvin Kieschnick, co-ordinator of educa- 
tion, Hong Kong. 
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LUTHERAN SEMINARY 
OBOT IDIM, NIGERIA 


Students using the Seminary library 


To Japan: 

Leroy Hass, beginning of July 
Richard Meyer, middle of July 
Delwin Schneider, April 9 

To New Guinea: 

Wanda Fricke, beginning of July 


Paul Strege, January 
Victor Zwintscher, due August 2 


From the Philippines: 

Herman R. Mayer, April 

From New Guinea: 

Wanda Fricke, January 

Norma Lenschow, on sick leave, January 


From Formosa: 
Olive Gruen, April 
Ralph Bringewatt, April 


e WANT ADS 
. Slide and filmstrip projector for India — $150.00 


nw e 


. Slides and filmstrips for Mohammedan 
. Public Address System for the Philip- 
. Books and equipment for Manila Youth 


. Science equipment for Junior High 
poe in he Bong 
TI HN | 
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hat part do trees play in the 
realm of nature? Trees are 
plentiful in a state like Min- 
ca. There are whole forests of 
They are a source of wealth. 
cially was this true in the earlier 
of the lumber industry. The 
, stories, and legends of the log- 
‘camps are a part of the state’s 
age. Trees are also a source of 
mment for people, who seek rest 
velaxation under their sheltering, 
arms. Like the beautiful lakes, 
lso the stately pines that seek 
sky contribute to a scenery that 
ywhere delights the eye. Trees, 
other things we possess in abun- 
e, are easily taken for granted. 
think of them as plants that just 
r. Nevertheless, a tree is a gift 
od. 

here are treeless plains in west- 
Kansas, Nebraska, and the Da- 
s where much effort is put forth 
ultivate tender seedlings in the 
- that these may become trees. 
ynd the Rocky Mountains are vast 
s of deserts, sand dunes, cacti, 
sage brush, but, alas! no trees 
fer shade to man and beast. Peo- 
vho make their home on the open, 
l-swept, sun-dried prairies would 
much for a shady tree. Under 
inclemencies of weather they 
1 feel like the Prophet Jonah, who 
ited and wished himself to die” 
n the gourd vine on his trellis 
1 up. 


God’s Masterpieces 


'rees are God’s creation. They are 
workmanship. They are master- 
2s of natural art, created and 
erved for beauty and utility, for 
Jelight and service of man. Trees 
an integral part of creation and 
uch daily testify to the love and 
om of God. The giant redwoods 
Salifornia, growing as they do 
1 height of 300 feet, constitute 
agnificent cathedral. They are 
nctuary re-echoing a whispering 
e that says, “There is a God, 
1g and mighty. The hanc that 
/ 
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By RUDOLPH NORDEN 


Editorial Assistant, Student Service Commission, Chicago 


made us is divine.” This is the litany 
of the forests primeval. This is the 
age-old chant of the murmuring pines 
and the hemlocks. Yes, also in the 
silent woods is the voice of God heard 
and His hand revealed. Explore the 
whole realm of nature. With a tele- 
scope peer into space or with a micro- 
scope examine a drop of water, and 
you will be convinced that God has 
not left Himself without witness. In 
our nature study we Christians have 
found the words of the Apostle to be 
true: “For the invisible things of Him 
from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal 
power and Godhead.” 

All created things, the stars fixed 
in the sky as myriads of candelabra, 
the fish of the sea, the birds of the 
air, every living thing that moves on 
the face of the earth, or the flowers, 
shrubs, and trees that grow out of the 
earth, all join in a symphony of praise. 
They all testify of God, as the Psalm- 
ist sings: “The heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the firmament 
showeth His handiwork. Day unto 
day uttereth speech, and night unto 
night showeth knowledge.” 


God's Kindness 


Because there is much God would 
teach us through the works of nature, 
it is proper that we should sit at His 
feet in the school of the great out- 
doors. There is profit to be derived 
from a communion with nature. Per- 
haps it is a lowly ant that crawls at 
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a piece of literature. 
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“In the silent woods is the voice of God" 


our feet. As we observe her industry, 
we learn this lesson: the ant “pro- 
videth her meat in the summer and 
gathereth her food in the harvest.” 
Perhaps it is a sparrow on the roof 
that catches our attention. Jesus said 
that the sparrows do not fall to the 
ground without their Father. They 
are under God’s protection. Are not 
we? In nature, too, we can learn 
a lesson about the providential care 
of God, as Jesus taught us: “Behold 
the fowls of the air; for they sow not, 
neither do they reap nor gather into 
barns; yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them. . . . Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow. They 
toil not, neither do they spin. And 
yet ... Solomon in all his glory was 
not arrayed like one of these.” That 
is the lesson of God’s love that we 
can learn from our observations in 
nature. That is a message taught us 
also by the trees. They are a means 
through which God shows His kind- 
ness, providing fruit to eat, branches 
to shade us, and timber to build our 
houses. Trees join the entire universe 
in declaring the glory of God. 

Karl Gerok, a gifted Lutheran 
minister, once preached a sermon on 
Psalm 19, a sermon that was also 
The speaker 
said: “Two books are placed into the 
hands of Christians to know God and 
to learn to worship their Maker and 
Preserver.” These two volumes are 
nature and the written Word, the 
Bible. Trees play a prominent role 
in both books, especially so in the 
Bible. 
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Classes of 1906 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
(right): Faculty: 1. to. r.2 We HA 
Dau, G. Mezger, L. Fuerbringer, F. 
Pieper, A. L. Graebner, G. Stoeck- 
hardt, F. Bente, E. A. W. Krauss, 
Active: J. W. Behnken (President of 
Synod, second row from top, center 
circle), A. Doerffler (50 years at Pil- 
grim Church, St. Louis), J. Destinon, 
H. Gross, H. Gruell, P. W. Hahn, L. A. 
Jarosi, G. Schmidt, W. C. Schrader, 
T. Thieme, A. Wismar. Retired or on 
Modified Service: W. Albrecht, E. A. 
Brauer, H. Brauer, T. Iben, G. Jacob- 
sen, E. A. Lussky (50 years at Con- 
cordia College, St. Paul), F. W. G. 
Mueller, K. Pebler, J. A. Schamber, 
W. J. Sprandel, R. Storm. Died: C. 
Beyer, W. Dierker, E. Eggers, A. 
Ficken, E. Harms, F. Hassenpflug, J. 
Hinck, W. Hitzemann, A. H. Jacobs, 
C. Kenreich, F. Leimbrock, H. W. 
Meyer, J. Molstad, H. M. Olsen, J. 
Rabold, G. Roeper, E. Rudnick, W. 
Schnake, T. Schoessow, G. Steinert, 
E. W. Wehrs. 


Concordia Seminary, Springfield 
(lower left): Active: H. C. Marting, 
S. Tuhy. Retired or on Modified 
Service: L. C. Daschner, A. Griesse, 
H. F. Hensick, G. H. Hilmer, H. A. 
Koenig, F. H. Kretzschmar, A. J. 
Schliesser, A. J. Schulz, W. Tober, 
H. A. Werning. Died: R. F. Finster, 


if. PETERSON 


= opi § ‘Sentin, 
Spt ingtield, Ills 


tmetile” Fheky 


J. Iverson, C. T. Krahnke, A. W. Paap, 
W. Peterson, W. Roepke, R. Schnirch, 
C. H. Weber. Status unknown: 
J. Kutter. 


Addison Teachers Seminary, Ad- 
dison, Ill., now Concordia Teachers 
College at River Forest, Ill. (lower 
right): Faculty: top row: F. Linde- 
mann, F. Rechlin, J. L. Backhaus, 


A. Kaeppel; below: F. Koenig, E. H 
mann, T. Brohm, Sr., E. A. W. Krat 
A. Miller. Active: W. Baur, H. Bé 
tram, H. Lange, C. Metz (pasta 
H. Oldsen (pastor), E. Rosenau 
Runge, T. Wilder. Retired or in 4 
other calling: K. Baack, E. Boseé 
K. Buuck, H. Eickemeyer, J. Gehneé 
H. Griebel, G. Guenther, J. Halleé 
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Kaeppel, A. Kurth, H. Labahn, 
Mauelshagen, Emil A. Mueller, J. 
Id, H. Schmidt, E. Schuricht, O. 
dermann. Died: W. Christjaener, 
Jehn, F. Doepke, P. E. Dorn, P. W. 
a, O. Elsaesser, R. Fiedler, W. 
theer, H. Grupe, G. Karsten, 
uessmann, P. Luecke, F. Meitz, 
\. Meyer, H. Moeller, J. Potzger, 
’rokopy, G. Regener, A. Ritzmann, 
chneider, W. Schweder, H. Werth. 
us unknown: H. Eickemeyer, 
Slammeyer, W. Grosse, L. Kolb, 
-ommerofske, Ernst Mueller, F. v. 
selschuetz, W. Vollrath, A. Wrob- 
‘O. Ziemann. 


ANSWER TO ISLAM 


(Continued from page 4) 


1 influenced by Muslim scholars 
. who brought to Europe much 
2k learning.” 


"act: The conquering Arabs ab- 
eed the culture of Alexandria, 
ioch, Caesarea, Damascus, Bagh- 
and Edessa. Because the Chris- 
Church was then the nursery of 
ning, the culture which molded 
intellectual development of Islam 
permeated by Christian ideas. 
; Arab civilization and intellectual 
acquired in the East spread to 
in and the Western world. Thus 
a the Graeco-Roman world to the 
;» and from there, through the 
b mind, back to Spain and the 
st, is the true story of Islam’s con- 
ution — the Arabs’ contribution — 
Western intellectual life and civ- 
tion. 
. This Is True 


VIICHENER AND Fact: “The Koran 
; not acknowledge that Jesus was 
Son of God and that He suffered 
sh upon the cross; if Jesus were 
nowledged as the child of God 
it would, moreover, be difficult to 
vend thereafter that Mohammed 

the bearer of the final perfect 
‘ation, as Muslims do.” 


WER FROM ON HIGH 


fter Arturo Toscanini had resigned 
, as conductor of the NBC Sym- 
- phony orchestra, the members 
shis renowned organization elec- 
ed listeners in Carnegie Hall by 
ng a full concert without a con- 
tor. This performance was called 
enomenal,” and rightly so. 
The church, however, can point to 
jething far more electrifying and 
nomenal. Jesus Christ, the Head 
e Church, ascended into heaven 
ve than 1,900 years ago. Yet the 
onbers of the church have been 
ying out His divine mission to the 
ld for almost 20 centuries without 
‘visible presence of its Head. 
Zhristians are always mindful of 
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the presence and power of their 
ascended Lord. They grow weak and 
faint when they recognize that they 
have “come short of the glory of 
God.” But they are imbued with 
power from on high when they re- 
member that they are restored by 
grace to fellowship with God. 

To spread the good news of for- 
giveness, peace, and hope, which stem 
from the Savior’s cross, Christians 
of The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod last year contributed more 
than one hundred million dollars. 
This is a demonstration of the Gos- 
pel’s power and the power of Him 
who causes the Gospel to be preached. 

Here, too, is the power that will 
dominate and unify Synod’s delegates 
assembled in convention June 20—30 
in the Twin Cities. St. Paul and Min- 
neapolis are not far from the source of 
the mighty Mississippi, which gathers 
from the springs of the Rockies as 
well as the Alleghenies and sends its 
waters down to the Gulf of Mexico. 
When the synodical convention, like 
the Mississippi, brings together pas- 
tors and lay delegates from widely 
separated localities, the Head of the 
Church will make of the assembled 
churchmen a mighty working force to 
spread the Word to all the world. 

Synod’s representatives will need 
power from on high. Huge tasks con- 
front them. They must make impor- 
tant decisions. Many of their resolu- 
tions will have far-reaching effects. 
If the delegates, in committee sessions 
and on the floor of the general as- 
sembly, visualize Christ’s presence 
and follow His direction, then synod- 
ical institutions, missions, finances, 
and relations with sister synods will 
be strengthened to the glory of the 
unseen Head of the Church. 


St. Louis A. W. C. GuEBERT 


EXCITED ABOUT MISSIONS 


(Continued from page 10) 


you know Him, not just about Him, 
the more astounding becomes the 
central fact of your faith, that God 
loved the world and you, that He was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
Himself. You can’t help becoming 
and always remaining excited when 
you think that you can share your 
joy in God’s love with others. You 
will not only be “going about,” but, 
like Jesus, be “going about doing 
good,” seeking, helping, sharing, lov- 
ing — yes, expending yourself. 
“Shout your good tidings from the 
mountaintops.” Support your church 
by using the most favorable facilities. 
“Witness with conviction where you 
are.” Don’t be afraid! The uncon- 
verted may criticize, appeal to legal- 
ism, traditionalism, and other meas- 
ures of cowardice, to escape the com- 
pulsion which the Spirit works 
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here. 


through faith. “Lift up your voice 
with strength; be not afraid.” Go 
where souls are. Don’t wait for them 
to come to you. Your honored posi- 
tion as a co-worker of God, your Sav- 
ior’s comand “Go,” and His assurance 
to be with you, the tragic fate of souls 
which die without Christ, will fill you 
with excitement to get into the moun- 
tains and to shout to the uttermost 
parts of the earth the good tidings 
which you know and possess. 


The Message Deserves Excitement 


Like Zion you will say, “Behold 
your God!” The eternal rescue of 
the spiritual Israel and all mankind 
from everlasting bondage is the work 
of our amazing God. The precious 
content of the Christian Gospel, 
which reveals this sensational rescue, 
fills the Christian with such exuber- 
ance that his mouth must speak out 
of the fullness of his heart. “Behold 
your God!” “Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” That is the sweetest story 
ever told. You and I have the priv- 
ilege, the honor, and the solemn obli- 
gation to share it with the world. 

Listen again to Isaiah: “O Zion” 
—that’s you and I, God’s people. 
“That bringest good tidings” —the 
Gospel of salvation, which we know 
and enjoy. “Get thee up into the high 
mountain” —hurry, and use the best 
possible means of spreading the good 
news. “O Jerusalem” —that’s you 
and I and our fellow Christians 
everywhere. “That bringest good tid- 
ings” — our obligation is to share the 
Gospel of peace. “Lift up thy voice 
with strength” —in excitement shout 
the news of deliverance with power 
and conviction. “Lift it wp” — get go- 
ing. Don’t let anyone deter you. 
Share the news. “Be not afraid” — 
don’t let anyone scare you! Be bold 
and courageous! Christ has promised 
to be with you. Don’t let anyone limit 
you! “Say unto the cities of Judah” — 
testify to those about you, share the 
Gospel with every soul. “Behold your 
God” —that must be your message. 
Point men to the God of love, to Jesus 
the Redeemer, the only Hope. 

If you are truly a new creature 
in Christ, if He controls your life, you 
will get excited about missions. 

Here is a modern parable: A bish- 
op accompanied Satan downtown to 
watch the people buy and sell. A 
woman bought a Bible. The bishop 
said to Satan: “See that? That will 
mean the end of your power over 
But Satan sneered: “I’m not 
worried yet. Let her read it. Let her 
memorize it. You may even name 
and catalog all the doctrines for her. 
All that won’t defeat me. Just so she 
doesn’t get excited about it!” 

We may know all about our mis- 
sions. That’s not enough. Let’s get 
excited about our missions! 


17 


Recent aerial view of Concordia College, St. Paul, 


HISTORICAL DATA 


1893, May: St. Louis synodical 
convention appropriates $25, 000 for 
establishment of a college 3 in the Twin 
City area. 


1893, July: Rev. Theo. Buenger, 
pastor of Zion Church, St. Paul, called 
as first professor. September: College 
opens with three-year high school 
classical and = normal preparatory 
course and an enrollment of 30 stu- 
dents. 


1894: Five buildings and six acres 
purchased from the State of Minne- 
sota for $21,865. 


1896: Professor Buenger elected 
first president. Served as such until 
1927, as professor until 1943. Died 
September 9, 1943. 


1902: High school senior class 


added. Ten acres north of St. An- 
thony purchased. 
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Minn. 


1905: Two junior college classes 
added. Four faculty homes built. 


1907: First junior college class 
graduated. 


1908: Normal department discon- 
tinued. 


1911: Gymnasium built. Cost, 
$10,000. Remodeled into Graebner 
Memorial Chapel, 1955 (just above 
faculty homes). 


1917: Extension south to Marshall 
purchased. 


1918: Administration 
erected (upper center). 


1921: Luther statue dedicated. 


Building 


1925: New dormitory built (upper 
left). Cost, $150,000. 


1927: Prof. Martin Graebner 
elected presiderit. Served as such 
until 1946, as professor until 1950. 
Died November 13, 1950. 
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Insert shows the first college building, 1893— 


1930: 
right). 


Refectory erected (upj 
Cost, $145,000. 


1946: Rev. W. A. Poehler, pas 
of Trinity First Lutheran, Minne 
olis, becomes third president of Cc 
cordia College. 


1948: Five additional acres pt 
chased. Present size of campus, 2: 
acres. 


1950: Coeducation on college le 
for teacher-training and’ predeac¢ 
ess-training students introduced. 


1951: Buenger Memorial Libre 
built (between Administration Bug 
ing and Refectory). 


1953: Lutheran Memorial Cen 
built by Minnesota District (up] 
right, above Refectory). 

Total 1893—19 
4,228. 


enrollment, 


: 1956 SYNODICAL CONVENTION COMMITTEE. Seated (I. to r.): Henry J. Neils, Chairman; 
W. A. Poehler, Assistant Chairman and Secretary; O. Harold Swanson, Manager; Rev. Armin 


e, Public Relations; Rev. H. A. Gamber, President, Minnesota District. 


Standing: Paul C. 


recht, Finance; Prof. Harold W. Otte, Music; Robert F. Rehling, Display; Martin E. Koenemann 


Carl O. Blomstrand, Housing. 


John Herschbach, 80, member of 
John’s Church and pioneer auto- 
bile and implement dealer in 
aster, Ill., 50 years ago brought 
first Christmas tree to the Illinois 
te Penitentiary at Menard and ar- 
ged for a service at which 500 
victs attended. Menard Time, a 
er published at the penitentiary, 
ently printed a story about 
Herschbach’s half century of 
vity in helping the prisoners. 
He now assists Rev. Henry F. 
‘ecke, Lutheran chaplain at the 
son, serves on church and civic 
umittees, and works for the LLL. 


In Toronto, People’s Church, which 
ports 350 missionaries in 40 coun- 
s, collected $280,000 in four weeks 
the largest missionary offering in 

26-year history of the 3,000- 
nber congregation. Dr. Oswald J. 
ith, Presbyterian pastor of the 
rch, said the record collection this 
r will enable the church to send 
a dozen new missionaries. 


In the Evangelism Mission con- 
ted in Sacramento, under the 
nsorship of six congregations ear- 
this year “perhaps the most im- 
tant result,’ the California and 
ada District Edition comments, “is 
instruction and practice lay visi- 
; received in personal witness to 
ist during the mission. An aver- 
of 178 lay people were trained 
made calls.” 
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Moslems in Africa have increased 
from 48,000,000 in 1934 to 80,000,000 
today, according to Missioni, a Jesuit 
misionary publication issued in Rome. 
During the same period, the journal 
said, Roman Catholics in Africa now 
number 15,000,000 compared with 
5,000,000 in 1934. Africa’s population 
is 200,000,000 this year, against 
144,000,000 in 1934. 

Aga Khan, Indian-born potentate 
who heads the Moslem Ismaili sect, 
has given considerable sums of money 
to foster Islamic institutions in Africa, 
the Jesuit publication reported. It 
said that in Uganda alone he has built 
30 mosques, 40 elementary schools, 
four medical schools, and a college. 


In Warrington, Fla., just outside 
Pensacola, Redeemer Lutheran Sun- 
day School, Rev. William G. Kennell, 
pastor, opened in January 1953, with 
42 attending the first service. In Sep- 
tember 1955 the congregation had its 
own house of worship. 

The present 280 enrollment of the 
Sunday school includes the 75-mem- 
ber Bible class.. From its beginning 
this Sunday school was self-support- 


ing and generous with its offerings. - 


One fourth of all contributions was 
set aside for missions; one fourth for 
the congregation’s building program; 
only a half was used for its own ex- 
penses, its literature, projector and 
screen, Martin Luther film print, film 
library, piano, and chancel equipment 
for the new church. 
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With wide mission-mindedness the 
young Sunday school allocated the 
$1,000 portion for missions to the 
Africa, Mohammedan, Guatemala, 
Formosa, Japanese, and New Guinea 
fields, to the Deaf and Blind, “This Is 
the Life,’ Alabama Lutheran Acad- 
emy and four Negro congregations, 
Indigent Students Fund, the Evan- 
gelism program, and to Our Savior 
Church at Crestview, Fla., which 
Pastor Kennell founded in 1952. 


ON CAPITOL HILL, DR. OSWALD C. J. HOFF- 


MANN (left), Lutheran Hour speaker, and 
Rev. Lambert Brose (right), managing editor, 
Synod’s Armed Services Commission, were 
given an opportunity to speak to a group of 
U.S. Senators on the foreign work of Synod, 
particularly at this time when the spirit of 
nationalism is arising in the Far and Middle 
East. 

Senators present were Warren G. Magnuson 
(center) and Henry M. Jackson (Wash.), Edward 
J. Thye and Hubert H. Humphrey (Minn.), 
Alexander Wiley (Wis.), Everett M. Dirksen 
(lll.), and Felton McLellan Johnston, Secretary 
of the Senate. Senators Magnuson, Thye, and 
Wiley are Lutherans. 

Dr. Hoffmann spoke on the world-wide activi- 
ties of Synod’s missionary and radio programs. 
Pastor Brose told of the Commission’s contacts 
by publication and by mail with the church’s 
25,000 members in the Armed Forces, and the 
work at service centers abroad. 


The Christian Labor Association, 
which stresses religious principles and 
co-operation with management, has 
formed two small locals in Elkhart, 
Ind., one in Crown Point, Ind., and 
another among Valparaiso U. employ- 
ees. The 25-year-old association, with 
headquarters in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
has largely a Christian Reformed 
hurch membership. Shunning vio- 
lence and boycott, it believes the 
strike is out of date and aims even- 
tually toward co-ownership with 
management. The CLA favors the 
union shop, guaranteed annual wage, 
and organizing of all workers. 
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HUBBARD 


AT THE PASTOR-TEACHER-TRAINING RECRUITMENT PROGRAM, sponsored by the Decatur Circuit, 
May 6, at St. John’s School, Decatur, Ill., four representatives from Synod’s schools spoke to 
200 parents and their sons and daughters about the training of pastors and teachers in the work 
of the church. Advance publicity encouraged Christian youth to consider full-time service in the 
Kingdom. A survey indicated that the 12 congregations in the circuit during the past 20 years 
had required the services of 85 pastors, teachers, and vicars, but during the same period had 
sent only five young men and women to Synod’s schools to prepare for the ministry or the 


teaching profession. 


L. to r.: Paul Albers of St. John's, Decatur, college freshman at Concordia, Milwaukee; Howard Hoemann, Trinity, 
Decatur; Darlene Toepke, Trinity, Bloomington; Carlene Helmkamp, St. John’s, Kewanee; Rev. George C. Albers, 
pastor, St. John's; President Lambert Mehl, St. Paul's College, Concordia, Mo.; Prof. Henry Gienapp, Concordia 


College, Milwaukee; Prof. 
Teachers College, River Forest. 


Synod’s theological and pretheo- 
logical Seminario Concordia, Porto 
Alegre, opened the current school 
year March 5 with 147 students, of 
whom 10 are vicars. The new class, 
formerly called “Sexta,” has 32 stu- 
dents from all over Brazil. 

The faculty welcomed the return 
of Dr. Paul W. Schelp, who had been 
on a two-year leave of absence to 
work on the Old Testament revision 
of the Brazilian Bible. During that 
time Dr. Schelp lived in Rio de Ja- 
neiro, where he was employed by the 
Brazilian Bible Society, a branch and 
co-operative effort of the American 
Bible Society and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. The revision 
. of the whole Brazilian Bible will be 
published in 1957. 

Jalmer Tornquist, a former stu- 
dent at Concordia who is now em- 
ployed in Porto Alegre, has been 
engaged as assistant professor in his- 
tory. Other assistants who are con- 
tinuing their teaching are: Dr. Walter 
G. Kunstmann, Hebrew and Old Tes- 
tament exegesis; Ewald W. Bergmann, 
history; Mrs. Ella V. Wadewitz, 
music; and student Hans Rottmann, 
music. 


The Concordia Seminary Quartet 
opened its 90-concert summer sched- 
ule in Milwaukee on June 8. The 
four seminarians enrolled at St. Louis 
will tour through Wisconsin, Minne- 
sota, the Dakotas, Nevada, and Pacific 
Coast states. Bach, Schuetz, Pales- 
trina, and other classical composers 
are represented on the program. 
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Fred Kramer, Concordia Seminary, Springfield; 


and Dr. Victor Krause, Concordia 


The world Jewish population in- 
creased 58,557 in 1955 to a total of 
11,908,443 or 0.4% of the world popu- 
lation of 2,500,000,000, according to 
the 57th annual American Jewish 
Year Book published in New York 
by the American Jewish Committee. 

The U. S. has a Jewish population 
larger than that of any other nation: 
5,200,000 of its 165,248,000 total, the 
yearbook stated. After the U. S. come 
the Soviet Union with an estimated 
2,000,000 Jews; Israel, 1,550,958; Eng- 
land, 450,000; Argentina, 360,000; and 
Canada, 230,000. 

New York has the largest Jewish 
population of the world’s cities — 
2,050,000 — although the number of 
Jews there decreased by 80,000 dur- 
ing 1955 as the result of movement to 
the suburbs. 


Concordia Historical Institute’s 
Board of Governors recently filled 
two vacancies on its board. Dr. Carl 
S. Meyer of the faculty of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, was elected sec- 
retary, after Dr. George Dolak, who 
formerly held this office, moved to 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Dr. Meyer was also 
appointed editor of the Concordia 
Historical Institute Quarterly to suc- 
ceed Dr. Arthur C. Repp, who because 
of the press of other duties resigned 
the editorship after six years of serv- 
ice. The Quarterly, only journal in 
America devoted exclusively to Lu- 
theran history, has been published for 
the past 28 years. 

Erwin H. Marting succeeds Theo. 
W. Eckhart, treasurer for 14 years. 
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A 64-year-old department | 
owner, David W. Proffitt of Maryv : 
Tenn., is the second layman to J 
elected moderator of the Presbyter| 
Church in the U.S.A. At its 16 
General Assembly in Philadelp 
Mr. Proffitt won by a first-ba) 
majority over Dr. Edward L. R. Els 
pastor of the National Presbyter| 
Church, Washington, D. C., the chuz 
President Eisenhower attends. ¥ 
new moderator told the Assem 
that the “needs and opportunity | 
Christian leadership have never be 
greater than they are today. To m 
them we need consecrated laymen.” 


REV. ROBERT F. GUSSICK, pastor of Rede 
Lutheran Church and Service Center, Balb 
Canal Zone, reported that on May 13 
thought he would be unable to reach 1 
Atlantic side of the isthmus for his regul 
Sunday afternoon services (held in the ne 
St. Margaret’s Episcopal chapel), because 
travel restrictions enforced through ihe Repu 
lic of Panama during the election of a ne 
president. ‘‘However, the chaplain at Albro 
Field, Maj. Voigt Sink, of the ULCA, solved t 
problem. Since he also travels across f 
isthmus for Protestant services at France Fie! 
he arranged to have a helicopter take us ov 
and back, which kept us within the 10-m 
limits of the Canal Zone. Quite a thrill, | 
the way, to see the canal from a ‘choppe 
as they call a helicopter here! — This is ji 
one of the evidences that the ‘brass’ are eag 
that the men in service are kept close to th 
church,” Pastor Gussick wrote the ‘‘Witness 
L. to r.: Chaplain Sink, co-pilot, pilot, Pastor Guss 


Rev. William Gahl, 76, will al 
as pastor of Ebenezer Congregatio: 
Chicago, on June 20, after serving 
church as its only pastor for 55 yea 


tized 1,471, buried 581, and. performe 
the marriage ceremony for 611 cot 
ples. 


The Aid Association for Luthe 
ans, an insurance firm with hea 
quarters in Appleton, Wis., has a 
nounced its intention to give $1, 
in scholarship funds for incomi 
freshmen this fall in each of Syno 
ten preparatory colleges, Executi 
Secretary Walter F. Wolbrecht 
Synod’s Board for Higher Educati 
reported. The awards will be giv 


. 
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reshmen who, in the opinion of 
schools, are most deserving on 
basis of scholastic ability and 
acial need. 

\t the present time the Association 
iving a yearly grant of $2,000 to 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, and 
90 to each of the following: the 
ngfield Seminary and the Con- 
lia Teachers Colleges at Seward 
River Forest. The Association’s 
grants will make a yearly total 
16,500 to Missouri Synod schools. 


Soncordia Lutheran Church of San 
pnio was selected by the Church 
hitectural Guild of America as the 
nd-best-designed church in its 
s (seating capacity for 500 or 
sr) in the U.S. The $80,000 sanc- 
y, designed by Architect Henry 
nbomer, was dedicated Decem- 
mls 1955. 

tev. Guido A. Merkens, pastor, 
e in June 1951 to serve as mis- 
ary in the North San Antonio 
. Through a loan from the Texas 
rict’s Church Extension Fund, 
cordia dedicated its first unit 
ember 4, 1951. On December 6 
congregation organized with 37 
ter members. Through another 
* loan the congregation built a 
nd educational unit, with labor 
rided by the men of the church, 
dedicated the building in June 
. Concordia’s repayment of all 
s from the CEF in March 1955 
sled the District to use that money 
swo new modest chapels in Texas. 
Soncordia Lutheran School, opened 
September 1952, now has five 
hers, instructing 135 children in 
e grades plus kindergarten. The 
-year-old congregation has a 
100 budget for 1956; a Sunday 
ol of 480; 1,000 baptized mem- 
; and 500 communicants. An 
t class of 40 was confirmed 
ch 18, 1956. 

Jn the same day Concordia con- 
ated a new lighted ball field and 
eation area on its property. “In 


Antonio, where good weather 
rails during most of the year, the 
ted recreation field offers excellent 
ywship. Many ‘first contacts’ have 
n made through the extensive 
etic program of the congregation,” 
sor Merkens said. 


ancel of Concordia Church, San Antonio 
NE 19, 1956 
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ST. JOHN’S, ‘‘SAND PRAIRIE CHURCH,”’ as it 
is locally known, six miles north of Green 
Valley and seven miles south of Pekin, Ill., is 
a rural congregation which has had a happy 
history of 150 adult accessions in 21 years. 
Six other Lutheran congregations are within 


a 15-mile radius. Seven of the class pictured 
were baptized and five confirmed May 6. 
Rev. H. W. Krietemeyer, pastor from 1896 
to 1934, helped lay strong foundations for the 
church, which is now 80 years old. Under the 
ministry of Rev. Theo. A. Weiss, 1935—1945, 
51 adults were confirmed; and under Rev. 
Lester H. Kuker, pastor since 1946, 79 adults 
were received. The growth in communicant 
membership from 1935 to 1956 was 450. 
In 1938 the congregation built a brick church 
seating 290, and in 1950 a brick parsonage. 
Construction is now under way for a $60,000 
educational building for the 260 Sunday 
school pupils. 


When Dr. Theo. Meves, medical 
missionary, spoke to the Men’s Club 
of Bethany Church, Kohler, Wis., last 
fall, he mentioned that the Lutheran 
Hospital in Nigeria had no electricity. 
The congregation voted to underwrite 
$1,200 toward the purchase of a 
Kohler Light Plant for the hospital. 
None of the money was to be taken 
from the church treasury. Within a 
few months the goal has been ex- 
ceeded by $100. The Kohler Company, 
learning of the need of the light plant, 
provided a liberal discount, the South 
Wisconsin District Edition reported. 


Rev. A. H. Jahsmann, Assistant 
Editor of Sunday School Literature 
for Synod, was awarded the Doctor 
of Philosophy degree by St. Louis 
University, June 2. The subject. of 
his dissertation is “Foundations of 
Lutheran Education.” 


Deaths 


Prof. Donald P. Meyer, 28, of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, died of can- 
cer, June 3, 1956. 


William F. Milbrath (March 12, 1886, 
Linde, Pomerania, Germany, to May 6, 
1956, Austin, Minn.), son of William and 
Augusta Kotenbeutel Milbrath; graduated 
Concordia College, St. Paul, 1908, and 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, 1911. 

He was pastor of St. John’s Church, 
Austin, since 1911 and was instrumental 
in organizing congregations in Albert Lea 
(Zion), Hollandale (St. Paul’s), Blooming 
Prairie (Our Savior), Lansing (Saint 
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Luke’s), and Holy Cross (Austin). He 
served as Visitor, secretary, and treasurer 
of the Southeast Conference Student Aid 
Fund. 

His first. wife, the former Clara 
Schuldt, whom he married in 1911, died 
in 1945. He is survived by his widow, 
the former Leona Meyer, who became his 
wife in 1947; one son: William, Austin; 
and two daughters: Mrs. Frank Hamilton, 
Springfield, Pa.; and Mrs. Lowell Kraegel, 
Silver Spring, Md. 

For the funeral service, conducted 
May 10 in St. John’s Church, Austin, the 
undersigned officiated, District President 
H. A. Gamber preached, and Rev. W. A. 
Lemke represented the District and read 
the committal rites in Oakwood Cemetery. 


H. C. BENTRUP 


Nau (Sep- 
1881, Bel- 


Henry 
tember 21, 
» tershausen, Marburg, 
4) Germany, to May 17, 

1956, Greensboro, N.C.), 
son of Peter and Cath- 
erine Hofmeister Nau; 
studied at U. of Mar- 
burg, 1900—02; U. of 
Leipzig, 1918—19; U. of 
Halle-Wittenberg, 1920, 
Ph. D.; graduated Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, 1905; D. D., 1954. 

He was missionary to India, 1905—14; 
hospital chaplain, Chemnitz, Germany, 
1914—18; vacancy pastor of the Lutheran 
congregation in Berlin, 1918—19; pro- 
fessor, Luther College, New Orleans, 1921 
to 1925; president, Immanuel Lutheran 
College, Greensboro, 1925—50; Synod’s 
first missionary in Calabar Province, Ni- 
geria, 1936—38; explorer of Muslim mis- 
sion opportunities in Iran and India, 1949; 
missionary to the Muslims in India, 1951 
to 1954. From 1954 until his death he 
lectured in the interest of missions among 
the Muslims. 

He edited the Minaret, 1945—51; wrote 
Prolegomena to Pattanattu  Pilleiyars 
Padal, a history of Tamil literature; 
Yanji Bhumi, a short history of the Ma- 
layalam country; We Move into Africa, 
an account of the beginning of Synod’s 
mission work in Nigeria; and contributed 
to Portals of Prayer. Perhaps his last 
literary contribution was his article on 
Muslims for the LUTHERAN WITNESS. See 
page 4. 

He is survived by his widow, the 
former Helen Hempfing, whom he mar- 
ried November 12, 1906, in South India; 
four sons: Dr. Walter T., Hickory, N.C.; 
Eric, Greensboro; Dr. John F., Hatties- 
burg, Miss.; Lt. Col. Henry F., USAF, 
Sacramento, Calif.; and two daughters: 
Mrs. Ralph Hunt, Danville, Va.; and 
Mrs. Paul H. Reuter, wife of the pastor 
of St. John’s Church, Conover, N. C. 
A third daughter, Esther, wife of Rev. E. 
G. Runge, died in 1942. 

For the funeral service May 20 in 
Ebenezer Church, Greensboro, Rev. S. D. 
Kostelny officiated; Prof. William H. 


Dr. Henry Nau 


Gehrke, acting president of Immanuel 


Lutheran College, preached; and Rev. 
ITeslie F. Frerking spoke both for the 
Southeastern District and the Society for 
the Promotion of Mohammedan Missions, 
Pastors Frerking and Kostelny conducted 
the graveside service in Forest Lawn 
Cemetery, Greensboro. 


Pau. T. DANNENFELDT 
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Amouncements 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATE 


Ordained and Installed: 


Kalin, Everett, assistant pastor, Trinity, Hicks- 
ville, Eigikss N Y., by Edward H. Stammel, 


May 6 
PASTORS 
Commissioned: 


Hoffmaster, Paul T., Fairlawn Mission, Akron, 
Ohio, by Pres. Hugo G. Kleiner, May 13. 

Schmidt, Reuben J., St. Paul, Fort Dodge, 
Iowa, as Missions and Stewardship Coun- 
selor for Iowa District West by Pres. G. W. 
Lobeck, May 13. 


Installed: 

Finnigsmier, Earl, Zion, Hampton, Nebr., by 
W. H. Wendling, May 20. 

Gensler, Fred F., Jr., Redeemer, De Ridder, 
La., by Robert M. Hess, May 6. 

Krueger, Delmar O., St. John, Rochester, Ind., 
by Herbert Petrich, May 20. 

Meyer, Lothar K., Our Savior, 
N. Dak., by M. J. “Ludwig, May 13. 

Naatz, William C., Christ, Murray, Utah, by 
Kenneth Heinitz, May 13. 

Reuter, Paul, St. John, Conover, N. C., by R. P. 
Sieving, April 22. 


Bottineau, 


Ricker, John, Immanuel, Rosebud, Mo., by 
Harley E. Meyer, May 6. 
Riese, Rodney W., Immanuel, Plainview, 


Minn., by W. C. Lohrke, May 13. 

Schelp, “Arthur W., Zion, Corvallis, Oreg., by 
Paul W. Harting, May 20. 

Schultz, Otto G., Our Redeemer, Wauwatosa, 
Wis., by Victor Hafner, May 13. 

Schulz, Arnold A. H., Bethany, Lake City, 
Minn., by W. C. Lohrke, April 15. 

Schulze, Henry C., Bethlehem, Hermiston, 
Oreg., by Arnold F. Beawer, May 13. 

Stelling, E. J., Grace, Los Alamos, N. Mex., by 
Elmer H. Nauyok, May 6. 

Toelke, Carl H., Our Savior, Norwood Park, 
Chicago, Ill., by Edgar H. Behrens, May 6. 


Election Results 


Dr. Raymond Surburg of Concordia Teach- 
ers College has been called to the associate 
professorship in Religion. 

Prof. Luther Schwich of Concordia Teachers 
College has been called to the associate pro- 
fessorship in Science and Physical Education. 


Prof. Glenn Einspahr has been called to the 
associate professorship in English and Social 
Sciences. — W. A. Leppin, Secretary, Board of 
a aad Concordia Teachers College, Seward, 

ebr. 


Nominations for Two Professorships 
at Concordia Theological Seminary, 
Springfield, Il. 


Ecclesiastical Latin and New Testament Greek 


Rev. E. R. Bertermann, Ph. D., St. Louis, Mo., 
by Holy Cross, Collinsville, Ill. 

Rev. Paul G. Bretscher, New Orleans, La.: 
Bethel, University City, Mo.; Faith, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.; Grace, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. John T. Domsch, Farnhamville, Iowa: 
Concordia, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Grace, Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla.; Immanuel, Greenfield, 
Iowa; St. Paul’s, Council Bluffs, Iowa; Trin- 
ity, Boone, Iowa; Zion, Ogden, Iowa. 

Prof. Norman F. Gienapp, Concordia, Mo.: 
Grace, Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

Rev. Wm. Goerss, Mascoutah, Ill.: St. John’s, 
Chatham, Ill. 

Rev. Arthur Graudin, Marion, Ind.: Concordia, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Prof. August C. Hardt, Milwaukee, Wis.: 
English, Spring Valley, Minn. 


First 


Rev. W. J. Hassold, S.T.M., Norfolk, Nebr.: 
St. Peter, Orchard, Nebr. 
Rev. John G. Mager, Akron, Ohio: Mount 


Olive, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. Eric C. Malte, Ph.D., Pittsburgh, Pa.: 

Trinity, Springfield, Il. 
Wis.: Pil- 


Prof. Elmer Moeller, Milwaukee, 
grim, Decatur, Ill. 

Rev. Gilbert T, Otte, Detroit, Mich.: Mount 
Calvary, Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. Roland H. Seboldt, Chicago, Ill.: St. Paul, 
Pana, Ill. 

Rev. Fred H. Zucker, Pascagoula, Miss.: Im- 
manuel, Riverton, Ill.; St. Stephen, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 


2p aciFiC LUTHERAN 
TH EOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


German and the Humanities 


Prof. John W. Berger, St. Paul, Minn., by Saint 
Paul, Union, Mo. 

Rev. Walter Boss, South Hadley, Mass.: 
John, Forest Park, Ill. 

Prof. Arnold Guebert, Edmonton, Alta., Can.: 
St. John, Red Bud, Ill.; Zion, Plainview, 
Nebr.; St. Matthew, Stony Plain, Alta., Can. 

Rev. Paul M. Kavasch, Arlington, Va.: Im- 
manuel, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

Prof. Erwin L. Meyer, Ph.D., Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Redeemer, West Lafayette, Ind.; Im- 
manuel, Riverton, Il. 

Rev. John F. Nau, Hattiesburg, Miss.: Re- 
deemer, New Orleans, La. 

Rev. Gilbert T. Otte, Detroit, Mich.: Mount 
Calvary, Detroit, Mich. 

Prof. Albert Riep, Edmonton, Alta., 

St. John’s, Chatham, Il. 

Rev. Otto F. Stahlke, Chicago (Dolton), IIL: 
Trinity, Warren, Ohio. 

Prof. John F. Sullivan, Ph.D., Milwaukee, 
Wis.: St. Paul, Council Bluffs, Iowa. iat 

irs 


Rev. Fred H. Zucker, Pascagoula, Miss.: 
English, Spring Valley, Minn. 


Saint 


Can.: 


All communications pertaining to these 
candidates should be addressed to the Secre- 
tary of the Board of Control, and should reach 
him no later than July 18, the date of the 
election. — B. Setcke, D.D., Secretary, Board 
of Control, 120 West Monroe St., Peters- 
burg, Ill. 


Nominations for Two Associate 
Professorships 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Greek and Latin 


Rev. Paul Bretscher, New Orleans, La., by 
Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. Walter E. Bussert, Pekin, Ill.: Immanuel, 
Palatine, Il. 

Rev. Paul Huchthausen, Burlingame, Calif.: 
Mount Olive, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Prof. Walter A. Jennrich, B.D., M.A., Ph. D., 
Milwaukee, Wis.: Bethany, Milwaukee; 
Christ Memorial, Milwaukee; Ebenezer, Mil- 
waukee; Faith, Milwaukee; Immanuel, Mil- 
waukee; St. Mark’s, Milwaukee; Trinity, 
Milwaukee; Zion, Milwaukee; Cross, Mil- 
waukee; Zion, Hurley, S. Dak. 

Rev. Eric C. Malte, M.A., Ph. D., Pittsburgh, 
Pa.: Pilgrim, Wauwatosa, Wis.; St. John’s, 
Fredonia, Wis. 

Rev. Elmer Neitzel, Milwaukee, Wis.: 
Stephen's, Milwaukee. 

Prof. Eugene Nissen, M. A., Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Pilgrim, Wauwatosa, Wis. 


Social Studies 


Donald Albanito, M. ae ebrienelc. Mo., by 
Trinity, Springfield, 

Rev. Kurt Biel, M.A., mee Louis, Mo.: Saint 
Mark’s, Milwaukee, Wis.; Cross, Milwaukee. 

Rev. Theodore Bornhoeft, B.A., Harrison, 
N.J.: St. Peter’s, Huntington, N.Y.; Re- 
deemer, Westfield, N. J. 

Rev. Edgar Brammer, Cedar Falls, 
Mount Olive, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. Paul G. Bretscher, New Orleans, La.: Pil- 
grim, Wauwatosa, Wis. 

Prof. Paul T. Dietz, B.D., M.A., Milwaukee, 
Wis.: Immanuel, Milwaukee; St. Stephen’s, 
Milwaukee; Zion, Milwaukee. 

Prof. A. W. Hahn, Ph.D., River Forest, IIl.: 
St. John’s, Fredonia, Wis. 

Prof. Walter Herrling, Ph.D., Fort Wayne, 
Ind.: Bethany, Milwaukee, Wis.; Trinity, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. Jeff Griffith Johnson, Jr., B.A., M.A., 
Los Angeles, Calif.: Hope Memorial, Los 
Angeles. 

Rev. Stephen G. Mazak, B.D., Cudahy, Wis.: 
Ebenezer, Milwaukee, Wis.; Pilgrim, Wau- 
watosa, Wis.; St. John’s, Watertown, Wis.; 
St. Stephen’s, Watertown, Wis. 

Rev. Ralph Moellering, M.A., S.T.M., Chi- 


Saint 


Iowa: 


cago, Ill.: Zion, Hurley, S. Dak. 
Luther Mueller, M. A., Kent, Ohio: Faith, 
Kent, Ohio. 


Roland M. Mueller, Greeley, Colo.: Redeemer, 
Seymour, Ind. 

Eugene O. Rotnem, Akron, Ohio: Good Shep- 
herd, Akron, Ohio. 

Prof. John Stach, Ph. D., Fort Wayne, Ind.: 
Christ Memorial, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Correspondence relative to the above can- 
didates is invited and should reach the under- 
signed, secretary of the Board of Control, 
within three weeks of publication. — Frerrx 
ime 2664 N. 68th St., Wauwatosa 13, 

is. 
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_Rev. M. C. STENSHOEL. 


THE LUTHERAN Wage 


Call for Nominations 


} 
The Board of Control of St. Paul’s Co 
with the approval of Synod’s Board for 
Education, herewith issues a call to the. 
gregations of Synod to nominate cand 
for a vacant associate professorship in 
at St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 
The candidates should possess a Mas 
Degree in the field of English, or be ab 
earn it in a short time. In selecting ca 
dates the nominating congregations are u 
to choose men of high Christian ideals — 
possess the specific aptitude ‘“‘to teach” (1 ' 
3: :2) the English courses prescribed for § 
od’s schools. 
Send all nominations and pertinent in 
mation regarding candidates by July 1, 1 
to: Rev. O. G. Tiemann, Secretary, Boare 
Control, St. Paul’s College, Concordia, M 


Onicial Notice 


to replace Rev. Louis H. Liske, who has mo 
into another circuit.— Rev. Cart F. Ba 
President, Alberta and British Colum 
District. 


Notices 


Lutherans planning to vacation in Lz 
Tahoe area: services are conducted on 
south shore of the lake every Sunday, 11 A. 
Sunday school, 10 A.M., from first Sune 
in July through first Sunday in Septemb 


Attention all pastors: dates for prea hi 
at Lake Tahoe Summer Pulpit are open fr 
July 1 through September 2. Make appli 
tions soon for one or two Sundays. 
a week or two at our camp along the sg 
Those accepting the offer will condu 
service on Sunday morning at a place t 
designated later. For reservations and pi 
ticulars regarding services, write Rev. 
O. Herman, 126 Wheeler St., Placerville, 


The 7th annual summer series of drive 
church services conducted by the Lu 
Church of Glens Falls, N. Y., will b 
Sunday, July 1, 10 A.M., in the Fort Ge 
Drive-in Theater, Lake George, N. Y., 
continue through the Labor Day week 
for the convenience of travelers and va 
tioners in the Adirondacks of New Y 
State. — Rev. Gary E. Germann, 543 Glen 
Glens Falls, N. Y. 


Lutheran services for Yellowstone P 
visitors are held every Sunday even 
7 o’clock, at Community Protestant Chur 
West Yellowstone, Mont. — Rev. O. F. WaGN 
15 E. Curtiss, Bozeman, Mont. 


Summer services at Mount Calvary Luthet 
Church, North St. Vrain at First, Estes P 
Colo., at 6, 8:30, and 11 A.M., with Sund 
school at 9:45. ‘An informal “picnic ve 
service is planned for each Sunday eve 


Wanted 


26 used pews, straight, 9 feet or longer. 
Curist LuTHERAN CHuRCH, Harvey H. Pé 
Augusta, Mo. 

Choir robes, 
CuurcH, Ann Masters, 
Ave., Bensenville, Ill. 


20 or 22 pews, 10 or 11 feet long. — 
P. Hunpr, Franklin, Nebr. 


black. — Zton —LuTHE! 
Box 173-M Sec 


Available 


12 9-foot pews for $150. Altar, u 
lectern for $50.— Trinity LuTHERAN CHU 
Rev. David P. Bergmann, 415 State 
Osage, Iowa. 


Old circular oak pews (enough to seat I 
to any congregation or mission willing 
assume cost of removal and transporta 
Must be removed by end of June.—Sr. ] 
LuTrHERAN CHuRCH, Rev. H. A. Reis 
108 S. Fifth Ave., St. Charles, Ill. 


For the asking: Communion set and 
20 German hymnals.— ALBERT HILMER, 
Paul, Nebr. 


Communion veil —crocheted lace in- 
and cup design. — Mrs. Emity OYE, 
E. Buckner St., Tuscola, Ill. 


For sale: 22 oak pews, altar, lectern, pi 
baptismal font, all in good conde = 
Joun’s LUTHERAN CHURCH, c/o W. Fr 
Oberlin, Kans. ; 

For sale: 36 8-foot oak pews with 
and book racks: 3 13-foot choir pe 
Oscar A. DressEL, 4073 Webster Ave., 
Park 16, Minn. 


i Changes of Address Mather, Elwood E., Jr., Enfield i i 
4 May, Wilbur , Nilamel P- % é N. H. aoe poe Cia University Ave., 
ler. Wal . : via Killimanoor, Travancore, Indi ilip H., 1 
Ecaliskp ut Ny Mayer, Robert F.,3712 El Prado Blvd., Teenie ee ee 
ee Gren eek Meier, Everette, 1415 Hackney pt Lows 1, Mo.” 
’ . rea ’ , “ ’ oO. 
ee ee ee em Aves Mn here dion Be Kinkaid at eee ee ee 
snk, Erdmann A., Jr., 2305 Central Ave. Wichita 17, Kans. i Meinzen, Lawrence E., c/o Mr. T. J. 
\ugusta, Ga. Vee Moeller, Theodore C., Jr., 316 N. Sixth, R. 8, Columbus, Ind. f ‘ emochs 
Thar, Gustav F., 1542 Rainier, Seward, Nebr. Mieger, Alfred W., 434 W. Heber Ave., 
apa, Calif. Moll, Paul M., R.1, Vincent, Iowa Glendora, Calif. 
fer, Carl H., 735 Madelyn Ave Naumann, John G., 10 North Rd., Radewahn, Harold J., 414a N. Fourth St. 
waren ” Bangalore 5, S. India Hannibal. Mo. ‘ 
ea eee. Tat Renae ne ea ning 
evich, James G., 2796 S. Wolff Nitz, Arthur (6h. 888 Turk St., Snively, Smith F., 131442 Pleasant, 
wer 19. Cole: ? San Francisco 2, Calif. Indianapolis 3, Ind. 
Bierman Milton, Waldorf. Minn Pederson, Tobias, West Point, Nebr. Uecker, Gerald P., 867 W. Fifth St., 
ssick, Robert F., 832 Balboa Rd., — Pruefer, Helmut, 163 Lucan St., oe ea 
30x 666, Balboa, Canal Zone Waterloo, Ont., Can. “eon. 
user, Karl H., em., c/o Rev. John Hauser, OE peal ban Ak, Rte 23 F E urst, Ill. 
fs. Robert M., Cary, nl, pebulz, ate H., 205 Seventh St., 
endorf, Paul A., Jr., Box 455, ity, Minn. . 
mperial Beach, Calif. Bata Pan a 6099 N. Northcott Ave., Notice 
2mann, a 2N. Si - 1cago > : i 
"ee See aaa Wilenius, John L.; Box 2055, Taipei, Taiwan ee ee feos 
Wing Pauw ao sechoiaeMatsuinami Ch : 7 ’ ments, obituaries, intended for publica- 
Tigats Shi tapan ; Oo, Teachers: ue in the Arh ors peal books 
Y or review, and general correspondence 
areas Oe N. E. 136th St., Recep, Robert ES , 3946 Amundson Ave., should be addressed to the Editorial Of- 
rth, Dr. Karl, 659 Lewiston Dr., Brill, Paul G., 222 E. 5600 South, eae te Lous Oy MO, 
it. Louis 22, Mo. Murray 7, Utah Reports of ordinations, installations, 
peer, Paul G., 235 Kent Circle, Clasen, Winfried C., 678 Fourth Ave., N. W., dedications, anniversaries, and changes 
» “@ ertown, Md. ’ St. Paul 12, Minn. of address of pastors and _ teachers 
aghans, Reuben W., 630 Carroll, Denninger, Robert, 2525 Lafayette Ave., should be sent to the Statistical Bureau, 
. eal oe a ethan nents Ind. ee 210 North Broad- 
‘ ba erdes, Harvey, B z way, St.Louis 2, Mo. 
dq. 13th Inf. Regt., Fort Carson, Colo. Jackson, ‘Miss. Ge es uf - 


Titi Venture of Faith... 


More for Missions in 1956... 


ECEIVED 
PLEDGED fo DATE 


District = penises roc 
546,331.77 bia. $ ,49:000 


Atlantic 
1,242,756.11 California and 


$ 1,075,000 $ 


2,150,000 


3,225,000 al 62,320.49 


4,300,009 3,013,996.00 


Kansas 
6,450,000 ear Manitoba and 
pa See Michigan — 
— Minnesota - 


7,525,000 Montana 


_ eS eee North Dakota -— 


5 th Wisconsi 
guste He revertl Tilinois 

Northern Nebraska -- 
Aes Northwest 


eS 


10,750,000 
“Gaba 


Na 
12,900,000 Southern 
Southern 


OPERATING STATEMENT 1955 ; 1956 


Cash Requirements, Feb. 1—May 31 $3,033,333.33 4,300,000.00 
Cash Receipts, Feb. 1—May 31 1,970,470.12 Beni sececn 


Nt ‘LAN BUDGET DEFICIT $1,062,863.21 $1,286,004.00 


\ | 
= Ne. -2 Charles E, Groerich, Assistant Treasurer 
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SPIRITUAL PO’ 
HOR VOuUR 
CONGREGATION 


A GUIDE TO LAY ACTIVITY 
By Carl Walter Berner 


If the church is to come alive with spiritual 
power, there must be clear-cut answers to these 
questions: What are the basic objectives in a 
congregational program? How can our congre- 

gation show a God-pleasing personality? How 

can there be less noise of the machinery and 

more of the quiet working of the Holy Spirit? 

How can a congregation magnify responsibilities 

and minimize the minor 
concerns? 


SPIRITUAL POWER FOR. 
YOUR CONGREGATION 
bristles with ideas for the 
modern church program—in- 
cludes scores of concrete 
suggestions for activating 
Christian stewardship, — 


116 pages Only 
Order No. 15W17: 


GOVERNMENT 
ITN LEE 
MibnSOURT 
Sy NOD 

By Carl S, ae 


prior to 1847 ee to bea ee in disguise, 
The chaotic conditions Lee lay lead ve 


i 
the government of the church. Through debate 
and study of the Scriptures they eventually foun 
the weapons needed to win the battle for congr 
gational supremacy. 


You will appreciate and admire ihe m 
persevered until they secured the form of. 
government which today is the postee 

Missouri Synod, 


| 247 pages Cloth, $3.00 No. 18} 


Concordia Publishing House 
3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis 18, Mo. 


| Please send me: 


, No. 15-1795, SPIRITUAL POWER FOR 
YOUR CONGREGATION, @ $ .75. 


| _No. 15W1185, ZION ON THE MISSISSIPPI, 


@ $4.00, net. 
, No. 15W1666, GOVERNMENT IN THE 
MISSOURI SYNOD, @ $3.00. 
; , No. 15W1738, OFFICE OF WOMAN IN 
: THE CHURCH, @ $1.00, net, 


Address 


ee Walther O. Forster 


De Forster! 8 revealing history of the people 
and events which gave the yn 
present character is human, it’ s colorful, and 
accurately pictures the life of early Saxon immi 
grants attempting to establish an old church in 
new world. It is a story which all who share “ 
inheritance will appreciate. 
Twenty-seven illustrations, 
many of which are rare, plus 
valuable charts, tables, and 
maps help recreate this little- 
known chapter from the pages 
of early Lutheranism. 


615 pages Cloth, net $4. 00. 
Order No, 15-1185 


THE OFFICE 
OF WOMAN 
IN TEE 7 


T enclose $ 


Name 


7 


__State 
PRINTED IN U.S.A. 


City Zone. 


